
N
 

 

 

L
a
b
S
2
F
 

N
s
 

 

 

Name: _____

HOW

Like Congres
and the Senat
both state Ho
State Senator
2-year terms 
Florida Legis

Now you kno
show you how

1.  A 

2. 

3. 
 

A 

c

 

 

QUE
The l
leader
powe
assign
of the
 
DEF
they ar
to do.
 

The H
educat

4. 
com

a
stud

__________

W DOE
Before w
federal le
bodies th
body is t
and it ha
to becom

 

ss, the Florid
te.  There are
ouse and Sen
rs for 4-year t
(same for U.
lature have s

ow what the l
w law-makin

concerned c

Then
Se

new bill is fi
assigned to

committee is
fin

ESTION: W
leader of the Ho
r of the Senate i

er within the H
ning bills to their
ese committees, u

FINITION: A c
re small, committees
  Committee mee

House and Senate 
tion, natural resourc

mmittee, the
ssigned com
dies the bill f

___________

S AN ID
we talk about
egislative bra
hat must wor
the House of
as 100 memb
me a law. 

da Legislature
e 120 Repres
nate member
terms in Flor
.S. Represent
similar rules a

legislative br
ng happens!  W

THE FL

citizen, advo
idea t

n, the idea is 
enate.  If the

iled and given
o a committ
s in charge of
ndings to the
ho assigns th

ouse of Represen
is called the Pres

House and Senat
r chamber's comm
usually at the star

committee is a g
s can look at the bil
etings also allow t
both have many co
ces, the budget, etc. 

 

In eac
the b
and 

chang
If app

e bill moves
mmittee. Ea
from a differ

____ Date:

DEA BE
t Florida’s leg
anch, the U.S
rk together t
f Representat
bers. Both the

e also has two
sentatives and
s are elected 
rida (U.S. Sen
tatives).  Whi
and procedur

ranch does, b
When you se

ORIDA LA

ocacy group
to make the

proposed to 
e legislator/

n a "First Re
ttee or severa
f studying th
 whole Hous
he bills to com
ntatives is called 
sident of the Sen
te, respectively. 
mittees. Both als
rt of session. 

group of legislators 
ll more closely than 
time for the publi
ommittees. Each co

ch committe
bill is debate

amended if
es are neede
proved in on
s onto the ne
ch committe
ent perspecti

 __________

1 

ECOME
gislative bran
S. Congress.  
o make laws
tives, which 
e House and

o legislative b
d 40 Senator
by districts t

nators have 6
ile there are a
res for makin

but you still n
ee a stop sign

AWMAKIN
 

p, governme
e State a bett

a legislator o
s decides it'

eading." Then
al committe
e bill, and rep
se or Senate.
mmittees? 
the Speaker of t
nate.  These pos
 One of their 

so assign legislato

chosen to study pro
the whole House or
ic to comment on 
ommittee studies diff

ee, 
ed 
f 
ed.  
ne 
ext 

ee 
ive. 

Citizen

Comm
Citizen
their le

____ Period

E A LAW
nch, let’s refr

As you recal
.  That make
has 435 mem

d the Senate h

bodies called
s in the Flori
that are based
6 year terms)
a few differe
ng laws. 

need to know
n, stop and an

NG PROC

ent agency, 
ter place...

or group of l
's a good iss

n the bill is 
ees. Each 
porting its 

the House and th
sitions hold lots 

responsibilities 
ors to be membe

roposed bills.  Becau
r Senate would be a

proposed legislatio
fferent issues, such 

R
ns can get inv

mittee meeting
ns can ask to s
egislators know

d: _____ 

W IN FL
esh our mem
ll, the U.S. C

es it a bicamera
mbers.  The o
have to pass 

d the House o
ida Legislatu
d on populat
), while State 
ences, the U.S

w how they do
nswer the qu

CESS: 

or legislato

legislators in 
sue, then a b

FO

There is
would h
install 
school z
be a
Transpo
Educatio
Budget C

he 
of 
is 

ers 

use 
ble 
on.  
as 

 

REMEMBE
volved at any

They can ca
write them 
even schedu
to talk about
 

gs are also ope
speak at these
w what they th

LORIDA
mories about 
Congress has 
al legislature.
other is the S
an identical b

of Represent
ure.  Unlike C
tion.  Citizen
Representat

S. Congress a

o it!  This act
uestions. 

r has an 

either the H
bill is drafte

 

OR EXAMP
 

s a proposed
help school 
speed dete

zones. This b
ssigned t

ortation Co
on Commit
Committee. 

ER! 
y point in thi
all their elected
letters and em

ule a meeting w
t issues. 

en to the publ
e meetings to l
hink on the m

A? 
the 
two 
  One 

Senate 
bill for it 

atives 
Congress, 
ns elect 
tives have 
and 

tivity will 

ouse or 
ed… 

LE! 

d bill that 
districts 

ectors in 
bill would 
to the 
ommittee, 
ttee, and 

 

is process!  
d officials, 
mails, and 
with them 

lic.  
let 

matter!  



N
 

 

 
 

 

B
t
c
 

 

 

W
 
 
 
 

 

 

I
f
d
 

 

 
G
(
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: _____

Both legislatu
to make its w
committees in th

If you 

□ Transpor

□
Why do you

5. 

In each comm
few gave it na
debate.   

Based on w

Give one rea
(If you were a S

TH

__________

ures use the c
way through F
he Florida Sen

Six F
high
draf
just 

  

were the Pr

rtation Comm

Communica

 think both 

mittee that re
ays!  Since it 

what you’ve

     I
ason why yo
Senator, this wo

HE B

___________

 

committee sy
Florida’s Leg
nate: 

Senate Bill 
Florida Senato
hway safety or
fted a bill that 
had its “first r

resident of t

mittee      □ 

tions, Energy

the federal 

eviewed Sena
passed all of

 read and w
you w

I’d vote in fav
ou personall
ould be what y

TH

BILL

2

1 

____ Date:

Assign
ystem for ana
gislature.  You

416 - Use of
ors (3 Republi
rganizations ab
will make it a
reading” and i

he Senate, w
(Check al

Budget Com

y, & Public U

and state le

If all comm
calendar t
calendar,

 
Deb

ate Bill 416, a
f its committ

what you kno
were a Florid

 

vor of the bi
  

ly think this
ou’d say during

 
HEN, …

L IS P

2 

 __________

2 

n The Co
alyzing bills. 
ur job is to read

f Wireless C
icans and 3 D
bout the dang
against the law
is now ready t

 

which comm
ll boxes that ap

mmittee     □
Utilities Com

egislatures u

mittees appro
to be heard 
, it's debated

bate Th
almost all com
tees, the bill h

ow, would y
da Senator?
ill     
s would be a
g the floor deba

PASS

____ Period

ommitt
 Here’s an ex
d the descriptio

 

Communicat
 

emocrats) hea
gers of texting 
w to text while
to be assigned

mittees shou
pply!) 

 Agriculture 

mmittee □
use the com

 
ove the bill, 
on the floor
d, amended
entire cham

he Bill!
mmittee mem
has been plac

you vote in f
(Check one bo
  I’d vote ag

a good law o
ate) 

SED!

d: _____ 

tees! 
xample of a p
n and assign th

tions Device
ard from conc
while driving
 driving.  The

d to committee

uld you assi

& Natural R

□ Education C

mmittee syste

then the bil
r.  When it c
d, and then v
mber! 

mbers gave it
ced on the ca

favor of this
ox) 
gainst the bill
or a bad law

proposed bil
his bill to the p

es While Dr
cerned citizens
g.  Together, th
e new Senate B
es.   

gn to this b

Resources Co

Committee 

em? 

ll is placed o
comes up on
voted on by

t yeas, while 
alendar for fl

 bill or agai

l 
w for Florida

ll trying 
proper 

riving 
s and 
hey have 
Bill 416 

bill?  

ommittee 

on the 
n the 
y the  

only a 
loor 

nst it if 

a: 



N
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

B
k
H
y
p
 

N
b
 

W
l
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Name: _____

 

 

6. 
No

Before Senate
know how th
House.  This 
year.  That’s b
part-time—m

Next time le
both must v

Why do you
egislature? 

7. 
I
a
b
s

 

__________

ow a compa

 C
e Bill 416 ha

he whole Sen
means the b

because whil
meeting for a 

egislators try
vote in favor 

 think the U
 Do you thi

Once both

1.  

 
f the Govern

approves of 
bill, he/she c
simply sign 

bill into law

DEFINITION

3 

___________

anion bill m
proc

So, th

DEFIN

Can It P
d its readings
ate would ha

bill and its sp
le Congress h
two-month 

y to pass thi
of it.  Do yo

□
U.S. Constitu
nk this is a 

h Chambers 
T

nor 
the 
can 
the 

w. 

I
he/

h
L

maj

N: A veto is the po

____ Date:

B

must make it
cess!  In ord
he bills go b

reac
NITION: A com

Pass Th
s on the floo
ave voted.  A
onsors (the l
has a year-lon
session every

is law, a ma
ou think thi

□ Easy 

ution and St
good system

pass an ide
The Governo

If the Gover
/she can dec
happens, th
Legislature 
ority in both

to o

ower of a chief execu

 __________

3 

BUT WA

 

ts way throu
der for it to b
back and for
ched or they

mpanion bill is a
same issu

rough B
or in the Flor
A similar bill a
legislators tha
ng session wi
y spring.   

ajority of Re
is will be ea

   □
 

tate Constit
m for makin

ntical form 
or can do on

2. 

 
rnor doesn't
cide to veto

he bill will go
where it wi

h the Senate
override the 

 

utive to reject a bill p

____ Period

AIT… 

ugh the othe
become law
rth between
y give up on

 

a version of the bill t
ue, and is very simila

Both Ch
rida Senate, th
also did not m
at supported
ith recesses, 

epresentative
sy or difficu

□ Difficult 

tution both r
ng laws?  Wh

of the bill, i
ne of three t

t like the bil
o the bill.  If 
o back to th
ill need a 2/
e and the H
veto. 

passed by the legislat

d: _____ 

er Chamber 
w, both bills 
n chambers u
n the idea en
that moves through t
ar in language.  

hamber
he session en
make it to a f

d it) will have 
Florida’s legi

es and a ma
ult?   

require a bi
hy or why n

it proceeds 
things: 

ll, 
that 

he 
/3 

House 

The
cho
bill
the

with

ture and prevent or 

following th
must be ide
until a cons
ntirely. 
the other chamber. I

rs? 
nded.  So we 
floor vote in 
to try again 

islature work

ajority of Sen

icameral 
not? 

to the Gove

3. 

e Governor 
oose not to s
l at all.  Afte
e bill becom
hout the Go

signatur

delay it from becomi

he same 
entical. 
ensus is 

It addresses the 

don’t 
the 
next 

ks only 

nators 

ernor. 

 
can also 
sign the 

er 7 days 
mes law 
overnor's 
e. 

ing law. 



N
 

 

 

 

A
w
 

I

I
t

I
t

I
t
 

I
S
t
 
 
 
 
 

  

L
t
 

Name: _____

Another bill 
what happen

IF… 

If the Govern
the bill… 

If the Govern
the bill… 

If the Govern
the bill but al

If the bill is 
Senate do no
the governor

8. 

 

 

TH

List as many
the ones YO

__________

If Senate 
made its w
lawmakin
process.  

is on the de
ns for each p

nor decides t

nor decides t

nor decides n
lso does not 

vetoed, wha
ot approve i
r vetoes it? 

Once 

HE IDEA

y ways as yo
OU can do n

___________

 
Wh

Bill 416 had
way to the G

ng responsibi

esk, and the
possibility: 

to veto  

to sign  

not to sign 
veto it… 

at do you th
it?  Why do 

the Govern

A HAS FI

ou can for h
now for an is

4 

____ Date:

hat Will
d passed both
Governor’s de
ilities, you jus

e Governor i

THEN 

 

 

 

hink happen
you think th

nor signs it, 
both pass 

CONG
INALLY 

R
how the pub
ssue YOU c

5

 __________

4 

l the Go
h the Senate a
esk.  While th
st learned wh

is considerin

ns to the bill
he constitut

the seven d
it by a 2/3 m

GRATUL
BECOM

Reflectio
lic influence

care about.

____ Period

overnor
and then pas
he legislative
hat the execu

ng all option

l if two-third
tion allows a

ays pass, or
majority, th

LATIONS
ME A STAT

ons
es the lawm

d: _____ 

r Do? 
sed in the H
 branch has m

utive branch’s

ns.  Advise 

ds of the Flo
a bill to be o

r the House 
hen... 

S! 
TE LAW 

making proce

ouse, it woul
most of the 
s role is in th

the Governo

orida House
overridden e

and Senate

IN FLOR

ess.  Then, 

ld have 

he 

or about 

e and 
even if 

e  

RIDA! 

circle 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


